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OBJECTIVE  

Considering ecology and environmental protection is increasingly being accepted as a necessity worldwide, 
as well as emphasizing the awareness of human complicity in environmental degradation, which sets new 
types of development with prominent environmental values. “Consequently, the concept of sustainability has 
received enormous attention from scholars and economists attempting to provide practical solutions” 
(Rosário & Dias, 2022). The concept or paradigm of sustainability is an idea, process, or strategy related to 
overcoming an existing situation related to environmental, social, and economic crisis (Borojević et al., 
2017). Sustainability is directly related to sustainable development. When it comes to sustainable 
development it is important to notice that it relies on three pillars: social, economic, and environmental. 
 
Hence, it is crucial to introduce sharing economy in these topics, having in mind that “the issue of 
sustainable development has been of particular importance in the intensively developed theory of the sharing 
economy” (Lyaskovskaya & Khudyakova, 2021).  
  
The aim of this research is to explore the connection between sharing economy and sustainable 
development, as well as the impact of sharing economy on the achievement of sustainable development 
goals. 

METHODOLOGY  

To achieve the research objective, several methods were utilized in this study. Firstly, qualitative methods 
were used to study the origins of the sharing economy and its ties to sustainability and sustainable 
development. Secondly, a historical retrospective has been done, which examined the theory of sharing 
economy primarily in the context of its connections with the concept of sustainable development, as well as 
the transformation of sharing economy in accordance with the goals of sustainable development. 

RESULTS  

In the recent period, great attention has been given to the concept of sharing economy not only by the 
researchers, but also by decision-makers, media, and other stakeholders. “The sharing economy is an 
umbrella term for a great variety of organizational models that are transforming marketplaces and 
cityscapes, where goods and services, skills and spaces are shared, exchanged, rented or leased” (Mont et 
al., 2020). It should be emphasized that digital technologies have greatly contributed to the growth of the 
sharing economy trend (Frenken & Schor, 2017).  
 
When it comes to sustainability it must be noted that sharing economy creates sustainable values 
(Laukkanen & Tura, 2020), having in mind that sharing economy has contributed to reducing consumption 
and usage of resources and energy. In that manner sharing economy directly affects the achievement of 
sustainable development goals, in particular, “SDG 8 (sustainable economic growth); SDG 9 (industry, 
innovation, and infrastructure); SDG 12 (sustainable consumption and production), and SDG 16 (peaceful 
and inclusive societies)” (Pérez-Pérez et al., 2021). 
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Figure 1: Theoretical overview of the sharing economy (Karobliene & Pilinkiene, 2021) 

 

 

 
Figure 2: SDGs directly linked to the sharing economy 

CONCLUSION  

In the conclusion of this paper, the authors provide a theoretical approach to the sharing economy and 
demonstrate that sharing economy has a relevant and significant part in sustainable development. In 
addition, the obtained results clearly show that sharing economy contributes to the progress towards 
achieving sustainable development goals. Hence, the research contributes to the growing number of 
scientific papers about sharing economy and sustainability as well. 
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